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American dream is a set of ideologies that establishes that life should be better and fulfilling to every American citizen. It has been in existence for a long period; the earliest application can be traced back to John Winthrop. This person gave a sermon of “city upon a hill” to his fellow colonist as they sailed to conquer Massachusetts in 1630. On his sermon, he stated his willingness and dream that he had of a fair society where each person would be treated fairly and given a chance to prosper as long as one worked hard towards achieving the desired success.

 Factors contributing to comfort of individuals’ lives will vary, but one common factor that affects every person’s comfort is the opportunities that the one will have and the way they will be utilized. Thus, the idea behind the American dream is fair treatment where the citizens get a chance to thrive according to their hard work and contribution (Curti, 2004). American dream encourages people to work dedicatedly on their individual parts so as to ensure that they enjoy their success at personal levels. However, there are critics for the analyzed concept. Those who criticize the idea base their argument on the fact that not every person can achieve one’s dreams and, for this reason, they view this approach as discriminative.

The American dream grants all the US citizens the freedom to choose what they deem right. No external person or the government is supposed to interfere with a personal decision that an individual seeks to make. Each person should be free to aspire for better life and make plans on how to achieve their goals. The American dream will encourage people to accumulate wealth and lead more comfortable life than the previous generations had led.

American dream is only achievable through meritocracy. There is a great difference between the ways politics is implemented in various countries. The main reason that America will dominate over the other nations in its ideologies is owing to that its leaders will be chosen depending on merits (Kramnick & Lowi, 2008). Leaders are elected regardless of their family background but purely with respect to their competence on their fields of practice. A leader, who has been appointed in accordance with the level of one’s proficiency in different spheres, will most likely be more effective than a leader who has been chosen based on one’s family background.

In the spirit of the America dream, a person’s current position is a reflection of his or her hard work. No man is supposed to take away what an individual has worked for, but instead, each person should strive to provide an opportunity to others so as to help them develop and achieve higher social status. The government is expected to act neutral to assist every citizen to achieve his or her dream. No government officials ought to have power over the personal property of people and each person has to control how to use one’s wealth.

Franklin Roosevelt on the American Dream

Franklin Roosevelt had a strong idea toward ensuring the success of various people in the United States. However, he advocated for equality of opportunity provision to the various people regardless of their financial and social background. The 32nd US President noted that monopolies and big businesses do not grant people the freedom they need. In order to ensure all-embracing freedom for different individuals to thrive, there should be no dominance. The politician felt that monopolies and big corporations limit this role because they deny others any chance of survival by phasing out any competition.

When advocating for freedom and equality, he also emphasized the fair treatment for different people. Roosevelt felt that each employee ought to be fairly remunerated for the service provided. No individual should have any power above the rest to intimidate others. For this reason, people are to receive fair remuneration for the services that they provide. He was empowered to rule the state during the time when racism was on the rise as black people were treated as an inferior race (Smith, 2012). Roosevelt advocated for fair remuneration of individuals despite their race so as to ensure that the Americans did not only succeed on a personal level but also to make sure that the successful individuals provided the others with chances of succeeding. 

Nonetheless, Roosevelt felt that American dream failed in some ways. One of the ways it failed is encouraging personal accumulation of wealth. The dream conveys that every person should work hard to achieve his or her personal goals. This is a major weakness as it would be expected that people in the society have to have incentives to create conducive environment for each other’s prosperity (Kramnick & Lowi, 2008). Nonetheless, since it claims that a current position of every person is a reflection of his or her diligent work, it becomes difficult to handle it. The theory advocates for capitalism. This ideology itself requires that individuals ought to be self-centered in a bid to just increase profits for themselves while disregarding other people.

Ideas of William Graham Sumner 

Sumner, who was Yale professor, viewed the American dream from a completely different view. While he also believed in provision of equal chances to all individuals for economic freedom, he assured that everybody, including the government, ought to respect the rich people. The scholar used the theory of Charles Darwin stating that only fit species will be best adapted to the environment and the weak ones will phased out and die. Although he did not imply literal death to human beings, he meant that only a selected few, who were best fit to the environment, would be successful in their activities. The rest would fail, and hence, they have to provide services to those who have succeeded.

The theory further underlines that those who were rich had nothing special, but the environment had simply suited them and found them fit. For this reason, he was highly against any governmental interference in operations of the wealthy people. Sumner felt that any attempt of the government to tax the rich so as to balance their life with the poor would have adverse effects. The theorist felt that the effects would be worse since it would mean that the government is trying to improve the conditions of those who the environment detected as not fit for existence (Rosenberg, 1982). In this way, he justified the continued accumulation of wealth to few individuals, while the rest of the people were to work for the rich ones in order to ensure there was a balance between the two.

Sumner justified wealth inheritance by taking up few facts. The scholar stressed that individuals born in the rich families also had been selected by the environment to occupy the position of the best fit in the environment. Any attempt to take away the wealth from them would trigger the balance that the environment had dictated which would have adverse effects. He believed that with time, allowing different individuals to inherit and others to work hard to achieve success would create a balance in the society. After the current generation has been wiped out, there will emerge a new generation that would have more rich and less poor people. After a few generations, there will be a balance in society where almost all individuals will be in the rich group. However, he still held to the fact that the balance cannot be forced but has to come naturally.

In addition, Sumner felt that each individual had equal chances in succeeding in case one was favored by the environment. Every person is to be provided with equal opportunities in life if the society is fair enough. No man should be discriminated on any basis. Instead, life will be easier if each human is given a chance to thrive in his or her environment (Mailer, 1999). The professor advocated for fair treatment at work places, but he did not preach the idea of improved work conditions to the employees during their work time. The theorist argued that if the society was to thrive, there should be a distinction between the workers and the employers. Success and failure are equally available to everybody irrespective of their background, and in this regard, it did not make sense if the employees had comfort in their working conditions. Conversely, what mattered most was the attitude of the employee. He believed that for different people to maintain a proper attitude in life there had to be a motivating factor. If the employees were provided with suitable working conditions, they would not have the drive to move out of that circle. On the other hand, when the employees were not in their desired working conditions, they would work harder so as to raise their social status.

In Sumner’s ideology of the American dream, one encourages plutocracy where the rich have more power over the poor in decision-making. Justification to this is that the wealthy have been suited by the environment, and hence, their ideas should be more prioritized. Nonetheless, this may not go well with the poor citizens as they will feel that they are being exploited since decisions are made for them, yet they do not get consulted.

Evaluation of the Two Ideologies

Each of the two ideologies has some sense of truth underlying that every person can relate to in achieving the American dream. Moreover, both set of ideas has the group of people who will support it. Roosevelt’s ideology that advocates for equal chances will be highly favored by the poor (Frost & Sikkenga, 2003). They will follow it since they would like to be given chances that are the same as those that the rich people have so that they can succeed to fulfill their dream.

On the other hand, Sumner’s approach will be preferred by the rich individuals. The wealthy would like to have control over the poor to the point where they make decisions for them so that they can feel powerful (Kramnick & Lowi, 2008). The ideology discourages over taxation of the rich with the view that the gap that exists between the poor and the rich is important in making sure that there is a balance in the society between the employee and the employers. The rich would like to feel that they are enjoying what is rightfully theirs of which they acquired as a result of their hard work.

Conclusion

The main goal that every individual has is achieving one’s dream. Each person would like to be given a chance to make their dream true. Any man would like to feel that one is living own dream, and for this reason, both ideologies express this option. However, for the people to live better lives, they should be given a chance to determine what is good for them. There should be minimal governmental interference in terms of personal life. Each person ought to be allowed to exercise their own rights and freedom and everything that an individual enjoys is to be a reflection of his or her hard work. 
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